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STAGE CRAFTED

Glenn Grozich took his fime mapping out the system that would
go info his 2003 GMC Denali. It ook over a year and a half o gel
everything done, bul it was worth the wait.
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Towveer of porwer: Glenn Grozich’s 2003
GMC Denali (above left) has encugh
audio power Inside to “knock the breath
out of yau, i Says installer Sean 'T'J:-l_rng of
Sound Decisian in Montgomiry, lilinois,

By the dazhboard light: The &.5-inch
sereen of a Pisneer AVH-PE5000VD
EYD hiead unit pops out of the dash
Just above a neon:lit Hifonics Il;ug-:l-
(right]; belew and te the right of it
iz a similarly lit Aute Meter gauge
fer 8 Whipple supercharger,

BY DOUL NEWCOMB » PHOTOS BY CARL EDWARDS

DME WIASN'T BUILT IMN A DAY, so why should a bad-ass mobile-entertainmaent sys-
term be any different? The system in Glenn Grozich's 2003 GMC Denali toak over a
year and a half to get to where he wanted it It's not that the system is super-elabo-
rate and took all that time to install; it just vak time for evenything to come togeth-
er, "It was definitely a work in prograss,” recadls Sean Young, co-owner of Seund Decision in
Montgomeny, lilinais, wha, along with his partner Brian Mobley, designed and installed the sys-
tem, *it was done In stages,” he clasfies. The SUV was bone-stock when Grozich rolled it into
Sound Decision, loaking to do it up. "Round 1 vas putting in a head unit, four speakers, a rear
vidles systern, and a batic install in the back — just & square sub box upholsterad in vinyl and
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some amps,” Young details, “Round 2 was re=
building the frent doar panels, and Round 3
wias doing the whole rear cango area of the
trck and adding on to the center consobe,
All tald, it took about & year and a half for
the system to get to where It ks now,” esti-
mates Young. “We just did a little here and a
little there. He talked about getting the back
done with fiberglass for a whole year before
wee actually did it

And no one was maore surprised — and
pleased — than Grazich when all was sald
and done. °| never expected it to go this fag,”
adrmits the 20-year-old business-administra-
ticn major at Lewds Unbersity in Romen-
wille, llingis. *1 just wanted semething that
stoad out, something that veas different
from everybody else. | don't think | could've
done any better. | think Sound Decision has
the finest craftsmanship in the Midwest.
They helped me with everything, and when
I had a misconception abaut something,
they took the time to explain things to me,”

Although Grozich, whose father owns the
aftermarket parts company Billet Special-
ties, cocasionally enters car shows, he says
he couldn't care less if he wins trophies. ©
built thiz system becauss | like it, and that's
the only reason,” he confirms. ™1 just déd it
o drive it

BLUE SCREEN
The libeeal wie of coal blue resn thiouaghou
the system is one thing that makes it stand

Skins game: The SUV's seats were reupholstered to include astrich-skin inserts, while
the awner's first initial marks the headrests (top]; In the lower section of the dash iz a
neon-lit Denali logo,

High lights: The tweeters from a Focal 165V2 compenent speaker set were mounted in
factory tweater locations in the A pillars after the opening was widened and the tweeters'
grilles were spray-dyed [battam).
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apart. Just below the Ploneer AH-PES00-
OVD 6.5-inch monitarfreceners in Uhe dach,
for example, is a Hifoabcs logo made from
riean-backlit Wa-inch Plexiglas. A simiflarly
rmade Denali lego is lower dowm in the cen-
ter congole, and below and to the right of
tha hiead unit is a neon-lit Auta Meter gaugs
for a'Whipple supercharger strapped to the
engine,

The highlighting extends to the front
doars, where a 6% =inch midange froam &
Focal 165%2 companent set shines in see-
thinough enclosures, The doers” factory grilles
wgng remmoved and the stock locations be-
himd them were resculpted using Ya-inch
medium-density fibarboard (MDF) and
auta-hady filler. The speakers are secuned
inside the new cubbles, which are lined with
white laminate and topped with alurminum
grilles sith brushed alurninum, fiberglass,
and Flexglas trim. The 165V2 set’s 1-inch
tweeeters are installed in the A pdlars.
“You've pot factory tweeter locations
thiere,” r..:i:.l:."l"nung.'bul it was too shallowg,
50 we trimmed some of the metal around it.
The Fecal tweeters are black, 0 we spray-
dyed thern the same color as the interior®

Another Focal 1652 companent speak-
er Lot redided in the rear doors, but the mids
simply fit In the factery lecations in the
Lovevar secticns, while the Deesters wene
Lt in the upper frant camers. “We did the
same thing thene — spray-dyed the teest-
Brs, cqn!irrn:‘l"nl.rng.

Guest speaker: Te sccommadate — and show off — a 64
inch mbdrange from a Focal 165 V2 component speaker set,
the stock speaker location in each frent door was rebullt, lined
with white laminate, topped with an aluminum grille, and high-
lighted with nean (left).

Family affair; The Denali rolls on 24-inch Billet Specialties wheels
(Full disclasure: Grozich's dad avwns the company) and the exterior
ineludes such embellishments as Escalade rear vents [belaw).
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An keon=TV F152WIR 15.2-inch monitar
flips devwam froem the ceiling to give the rear-
seal passEngers a panaramic widescreen
wiew “The whole headliner is wrapped in ul-
tra swede,” notes Young, "as i the bewel for
the rmonitor,”

Gaming aptians are within reach cour-
tesy of a Nintendo GameCubg situated in
the center contole batwesn the front seats,
“We bullt an from the rear of the factony
console back,” says Young. “50 now the con-
sale continwes through to the rear of the
vihicle.” The Benali’s got more game thanks
to a Play 5tation 2 unit instalbed inside the
added-an consale behind the driver’s seat,
facing outward, Alsa in the back part of the
center coniale bebween the ostrich-uphol-
stered seats is a Stinger SC2010T 1-farad
capacitor displmyed in a neon-lit cubbny
that's surmounded by more astrich hide, Just
in front of the cubby are seditches far rear
hieated-zeat controls, which were relocated
from where the Game Cube is now

PounDp For PounD
Cne of the things that Grozich wanted to
o in the rear CArgo anea was lots of caal

= oo M- BMag.com

Extended play: An lean-TV 15.2-inch maonitor flips down from
the ceil IngI which was wrapped in ultra susde [!l'.'rt]-; Saund
Decision added on to the center consale 3o that it continues
to the back of the vahide,

Cubiform: A section of the steck center console was reformeed
to house a Mintendo GameCube I:_t-l:fl:ll.'-']. which took the place
of the rear-seat heater Switches.




curves — and he wanted to hear a lot of
pounding bass, toa, | bnew | wanted lour
125, and | wanted a lot of contaur, so abwi-
|:||rs|_:|l therm™s lofs nllibﬂglaﬁ wworle,” =
Graich, 1 laaked at & lot of the celebrities
with thelr crazy cars, and | wanted some-
thing at that level " Twa pairs of Hifonies
Atlas F5 1250 12-Inch subwoofers [n a
ported box gave him the bass he was look-
ing for. *The thing is painfully loud,” Young
admits. "it'll knock the breath out of you. It
alio hat a good balance with the rmids and
highs, but he wanted it to pound.” A massive
enclosure with a total of 6.5 cubic feet of air
spmee that was built using 1-inch MDF and
a lot of fiberglass gave Young and campany
plerty of reom to supply Grozich with the
shape he was looking lor.

Bebween the subs are the amplifiers
that 'Iighl therm up: bvo Hilanics Brulus
Bx 1800 D monobdecks (1,800 vatts x 1
into 1 |;|hm]-r Each amp sits on a pedestal
made from 1-inch MOF that's reinforced
with steel and finished in texture coating,
& Va-inch Mexiglas base underneath each
amp rocks the requisite blue neon. Another
Hifonics amp, a Zeus ZX 6400 (B5 watts x 4
inta 4 alma), is at the very back of the car-
go area, mounted in the same fashion as the
ather two. I wanted the amplifiers in the
foeeground and the subnwoofers in the back-
grownd,” saysYoung, "l wanted the amps to
soft of Mloat to give them some depth. Plus,

wroaram-emag.com & Dec 2004/ Jan 2005 & ME—Moblie

Fuse-lage: At the far end of the added-on center eonsals ks a Stinger
fused poaver-distribwtion block with an LED readout (above).

Hidden power: In the center console between the rear seals s a
Stinger 1-farad capacitor in a cubby surrgunded by ostrich-hide
uphalstery (left].
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Float on: Grezich wanted
“a lot of contowr® in the
rear cargo area [right),
50 Sound Decision fabri-
cated a curvy subwoofer
b for fowr Hifonics
12-inch subvwoaafers aut
of wood and fiberglass,
and “floated” three
Hifanics amplifiers on
predestals betwoen
thaErm

Paunding pair: Twa pairs
of Hifonics Atlaz 12-inch
subvwoofers (bottom
right) gave Grogich the
bass he was looking

for. “He wanted it to
peoumnd,”™ Sily's installer
Yaung.

that was the easiest way to squesze four
125 in a ported box in the back of that
thing. We alse custom-made the end caps
far the amplifiers out of MOF and auto-
bady filter”

Behind the pedestal for the Teus amp is
the curvy port for the subvaafer enclosure,
It's made owt of Y%-inch Luan and lined
wilth aluminum, and on top of It is a Billet
Speciatties loge, "Glenn brought me that
and wanted it to fit into the install some-
where,” says Young, "So we floated it on a
pudlﬂ!a'l about &ninch and half off the
boe” On each side of the rear cango area ane

twio lighted loges trirmmed in bruzhed ahe-
minum: ancther one for Billet Specialties
and one for Sound Decision, "We madified
the factory panels and added on 1o them
with MDF and auto-body filler,” says Yaung,
“and we brought them flush against the en-
closure.” Al wiring for the Denali system is
courtesy of El:ingq:,

Rap Ripe

The SLVs performance miods = a Whipple
suparcharger that soups up the stock 325-
horsepower VORTECWVE engine with &n ad-
ditional 100 horses and a Corsa cat-back

eahaust — were performed by celebrated
roxd builder Rad Rides by Troyy in Mantena,
HlEnols. The truck was also deopped 3 inches
with a Belltech kit and, of course, a bunch of
Billet Specialties shuminism drese-ipa grace
the engine — a fuse-ben cover, windshield-
wiasher and odl ifller caps, @ master-Cylinder
cover. The exterior also received a lew
tenechi-ups, namely Escalade rear vents, clear
[rant-comer lentes, and an alurminem GRMC
emblem from Billet Specialties on the frent
grilte, The Renali rofls on (what else] B3let
Specialties SLX46 24-inch wheels wrapped
in BFG 25504474 rubber. You ean abicusly
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tell our boy has a need for speed as well as
bass. . What else can you sy about a guy
whose other modes of transport are a 2004
Cubarna WRE ST and a Ducati 748 bike?
Mo, every penny | get goes into the 5T,
he says. “And everything | putt in that

CAar widnk into the motor, It has about 400

horsepopwer to the ground® never change.

Thie Denali, hawever, is lor when Grazich
wants to go out riding on the town with his
bras — "ty Friends all think it's -:_:.11'_:(.' b
laughs — bat it"s no suprize that they all
want 1nj|.|rnp im the SUY when it's time
10 crpise. “And I'm always the ane deiving,”
Cerozich laughs. You know, some things

Emblematic: An aluminum GMC emblem
from Billet Specialties is attached to the
frant gritle [above}

Super power: A'Whipple supercharger
boosts the Denali's stock 325-horsepower
VORTEC VB engine an additionasl 100
horses [above right)

SOUNDCHECK & VIDEOCHECK

STEALMG MY GIRLFRIEND'S Mazda Miata for the day | dropped the
top and made the 45-minute drive from my homa in Naperville, 16-
nols to HMontgamery (o conduct the SEYCheck on Sownd Decizions
Eatest creation, Even though it started mining halfway there, damp-
ening the joy of an open-air cruise, | wasn't poing to Lot the weathier
in any way compromise the expenience | was shaut to enjoy. Upon
entering the Sound Decision show room, | was greeted by co-owmer
Sean Young, who brought me into the install bay for my first lock at
the Glenn Grozich's 2003 GME Denall. The tnuck’s stance wag
certainky impresside, especially with the SUp oIt of 24-inch Billet
Lpecialties chrome whesls.

I started off with "After Midnight,” a track by the Mcheety-Levin-
Skinner Band, fram the Sheffield Orve CO (ShelTield Lab),
and immediately discovered sswes with: the [maging.
This track has a banjo at right of center, guitar at left of
center, with a lead fernale vecal'in the middle, bt all
thiee images were directhy in/ front of me. 3tage height
&nd listening position were very good, especially consid-
ering the fact that the stage height was slmost eve-
kel — and 'm &4 Switching to the main title frem
“superman” fram fofn Wiliams Greafest Hits 15969- 1559
(Sony], I'was pleased with the tonality of the system.
The midrange vas solid, with the brass section seunding very real-
kstic and not ovenpowenng. The highs and the midbass were a little
soft, but Sean was able to bring up some of the highs with a linde
Dareaking of the Pranesr AVH-PESOODVD head unit's E). The subbass
was spectacular, allowing me to almost *oee® the timpani player.
Discoverning an area in which tha Denall excelled, | switched back 1o
Sheffietd Drive ta play S0-Daika® by Koda, This reck features the
playing of huge Japanesa dnums, which was recreated accurarely and
effectivedy, As the dramhead was struck, | could feel the mallet make
cantact with the drem skin and the skin move. Impressive]

I decided to play some populan music, since Sean explained that

the systern was primanily designed for the street and not the show
circuit. | sedtched to SwWithout He® from The Eminem Shaw (After-
math/Interscope), which quickly made me want to back the Denali
out of the bay, hit the *hood, and pimp the System, Since Sean was
sitting next toome, | dechded to move to the Video Check instead.

Choaging between the Pioneer DVD head's 6.5-inch screen in the
dash and the 152-inch keon TV overhead was a pretty easy decision,
s0 Sean and | climbed into the second row of seats for proper
viewing. | 'decided to start'with alJapanese anime DVD by inserting
Tnitial £ [ Todoyo Pop), and | was quickly deawn (nto the Roe scenes,
wihene Tak proves that the skalls of the diver matter mone than the
caf. The plcture was & little grainy — a retult af Some video moses —
but that didn't diminish my enfoyment.

Iithen switched to The Last Samuead [Warner Bros)
and cued up Chapter 36, ® The Final Charge.® As Tom
Cruise drew his swiord, the ringing metal seunds lingered
in the vehicle as the battle ensued, The video noise
wias agabn evident, but was quickly overlooked as the
“nnve gns” were loaded and almed at the approaching
sarmurai. The gundhots wene clean and concise and
didn't Blend topether, making for a realistic finish to
thee final {hﬂrﬂ[{'.

The system vas delinitely intended ta be plived lowd and clean
| was impressed with the cdarity, especially at laud volumes. Host
gysterns have trouble at laud volumes, but this system was built
with the street In mind. The kass was solid and the clanioy of the
highs made for an enfoyable time. | still wish | had taken the Denali
for a spin on the streets, but at l=ast | 2till had the dive back in the
Miata — and the sun was out... —J. Mykal Hil

[ Mykel Hil Iy the sales and installation manager 8t Cireait Ciny in
MNapendile, Nipois: a judge in SLAR, IASCA, and USAC competition:
and was a sound-guality frdge at the 2003 SLAP Nationals,

ﬁ ME—[Mohblle Entertalnmant & Oec 2004/ 1am 2005 0 o mm-ermss com



